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Biographical Note

William Marshall Bullitt was the son of Thomas and Annie Logan Bullitt. He too was a
successful lawyer. In 1912 President Taft appointed Bullitt Solicitor General of the
United States. He held the position for less than a year, as Taft was not re-elected. In
1914 he made a run for one of Kentucky’s senate seat but lost. That ended Bullitt’s
political career. Bullitt turned his attention to his law career and made his law firm one
of the most successful and largest firms in the state. In 1918 he accepted a position with
the Red Cross as deputy commissioner and traveled through Europe immediately after the
war. Bullitt became an influential figure in Louisville. He sat on many bank, insurance,
and company boards. He was also a member of the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace.

Nora lasigi Bullitt was the daughter of Oscar and Amy lasigi and was born in
Massachusetts in 1881. Before her marriage to William Marshall Bullitt in 1913 she
wrote several articles that were published, and was an avid sculptor. She and Marshall
had three children together. She became active in local groups, including the Historic
Homes Foundation and was an extensive traveler her entire life.

Thomas W. Bullitt was the son of William and Nora lasigi Bullitt. He was born in
Massachusetts in 1914. He attended prep schools in England and Massachusetts before
entering Harvard University and Harvard Law School. After his graduation in 1941 he
briefly joined his father’s law firm. After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Bullitt joined the
army and was eventually sent to England to assist Field Marshal Montgomery. Bullitt’s
military career lasted until 1946 when he returned to Louisville and began practicing law
again with his father in the firms Bullitt & Middleton and Bullitt, Dawson & Tarrant.
After his father’s death in 1957, Bullitt was left the bulk of the Oxmoor estate and he
began right away thinking of developing some of the property. Bullitt completed the
building of the Oxmoor shopping center in the 1970s and drew up a master plan of
development for the rest of the estate after his death. Bullitt was an avid horseman and
established the Oxmoor steeplechase. Bullitt had no children so upon his death in 1991
the estate went into trust. Sixty acres, including the main house and all the outbuildings
have been preserved through a preservation easement.

Nora Bullitt Leake was the daughter of William and Nora lasigi Bullitt. She was born in
Louisville in 1916. She attended boarding schools in Massachusetts and briefly attended
Bryn Mawr College. She married Eugene Leake in 1939 and they lived in Connecticut,
Kentucky, and Maryland as they followed Leake’s career opportunities as an artist. They
had two daughters together. She died in 1980



Barbara Bullitt Watkins Christian was the daughter of William and Nora lasigi Bullitt.
She was born in Louisville in 1919. She attended boarding schools in Pennsylvania. She
married Lowry Watkins in 1942 and together they had 3 children together. After their
divorce in 1960 she married Virgil Christian. Barbara was active in the Republican Party
and an avid horsewoman. She died in 2000.
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Scope and Content

This collection consists of letters dated 1920-1968 written by Thomas, Nora, and Barbara
Bullitt to their parents William Marshall and Nora lasigi Bullitt. The letters dated 1920-
1938 were written by the children while they were away at boarding schools and mostly
concern their education, family life, and social life. The letters dated 1939-1968 were
written after the Bullitt children began their careers or married and concern current
events, social events, and descriptions of family life. There were several letters from the
Bullitt grandchildren as well.
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